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Subpart C—Program Accessibility
§ 1232.13 General requirement con-

cerning program accessibility. 
No qualified handicapped person 

shall, because a recipient’s facilities 
are inaccessible to or unusable by 
handicapped persons, be denied the 
benefits of, be excluded from participa-
tion in, or otherwise be subjected to 
discrimination under any program or 
activity that receives or benefits from 
federal financial assistance.

§ 1232.14 Existing facilities. 
(a) A recipient shall operate each 

program or activity to which this part 
applies so that the program or activity, 
when viewed in its entirety, is readily 
accessible and usable by handicapped 
persons. This paragraph does not re-
quire a recipient to make each of its 
existing facilities or every part of a fa-
cility accessible to and usable by 
handicapped persons. 

(b) A recipient is not required to 
make structural changes in existing fa-
cilities where other methods are effec-
tive in achieving compliance with this 
section. Where structural changes are 
necessary to make programs or activi-
ties in existing facilities accessible, 
such changes shall be made as soon as 
practicable, but in no event later than 
three years after the effective date of 
the regulation. 

(c) In the event that structural 
changes to facilities are necessary to 
meet the requirement of paragraph (a) 
of this section, a recipient shall de-
velop, within six months of the effec-
tive date of this part, a transition plan 
which sets forth in detail the steps nec-
essary to complete the changes, and a 
schedule for taking those steps. The 
plan shall be developed with the assist-
ance of interested persons, including 
handicapped persons or organizations 
representing handicapped persons. A 
copy of the plan shall be made avail-
able for public inspection.

§ 1232.15 New construction. 
(a) Design, construction, and alteration. 

New facilities shall be designed and 
constructed to be readily accessible to 
and usable by handicapped persons. 
construction shall be considered new if 
ground breaking takes place after the 

effective date of the regulation. Alter-
ations to existing facilities shall, to 
the maximum extent feasible, be de-
signed and constructed to be readily 
accessible to and usable by handi-
capped persons. 

(b) Conformance with Uniform Federal 
Accessibility Standards. (1) Effective as 
of January 18, 1991, design, construc-
tion, or alteration of buildings in con-
formance with sections 3-8 of the Uni-
form Federal Accessibility Standards 
(USAF) (appendix A to 41 CFR subpart 
101–19.6) shall be deemed to comply 
with the requirements of this section 
with respect to those buildings. Depar-
tures from particular technical and 
scoping requirements of UFAS by the 
use of other methods are permitted 
where substantially equivalent or 
greater access to and usability of the 
building is provided. 

(2) For purposes of this section, sec-
tion 4.1.6(1)(g) of UFAS shall be inter-
preted to exempt from the require-
ments of UFAS only mechanical rooms 
and other spaces that, because of their 
intended use, will not require accessi-
bility to the public or beneficiaries or 
result in the employment or residence 
therein of persons with physical handi-
caps. 

(3) This section does not require re-
cipients to make building alterations 
that have little likelihood of being ac-
complished without removing or alter-
ing a load-bearing structural member. 

[44 FR 31018, May 30, 1979, as amended at 55 
FR 52138, 52142, Dec. 19, 1990]

Subpart D—Procedures
§ 1232.16 Procedures. 

The procedural provisions applicable 
to title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 apply to this part. These proce-
dures are found in §§ 1203.6 through 
1203.11 of this title.
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